CLASSIC CRIMES
would explain the subsequent event. What really happened
was known to one person only: the accused, who did not
avail himself of his statutory right to give evidence on oath
in the witness-box. Mr, Aitchison, in his powerful and im-
pressive address to the jury, thanked God that there were
those who would go to their death with sealed lips rather
than speak a single word that would reflect upon the sacred
name of mother* It is presumable that his client is to be
numbered among such filial martyrs. At any rate he held
his peace*
IX
The Lord Advocate's speech for the prosecution was in
the best tradition of the Crown Office: fairness, moderation,
and as the learned Judge observed of it, even generosity,
were the marks of the address* His Lordship's task was not
lightened by the fact that his chief witness had told two stories,
that his leading medical expert had changed his mind, that in
its initial stages the case had been hopelessly bungled by the
police, and that well-nigh a year had passed since the events
with which he had to deal took place. He began by inviting
upon both charges a verdict of Guilty against the accused;
and his handling of the proof as to the second charge left
little room for doubt that to that extent he had proved his
case* "With regard to this charge he explained to the jury
that by Scots law it was not necessary to prove that the
accused was the actual fabricator of the false cheques; the
crime was not the forging of the signatures, but the uttering
or presentation of these cheques to the Bank. The whole
actings of the accused in connection with these false writings
unquestionably inferred guilty knowledge-
With respect to the major charge of murder his Lordship's
path, in view of the obstacles to which I have referred, was
less plain and easy* He dealt first with the evidence of Mrs.
Sutherland, with what Mrs* Merrett said in the Infirmary, and
with the statements made by the accused- He argued that
there was no proof, except for Merrett's word, that his mother
knew anything whatever about the pistol The account to
which Mrs, Sutherland had sworn in the witness-box was that
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